Searching with Google
Making Google your home page:

· Go to Google (www.google.com)

· TOOLS > INTERNET OPTIONS > (make sure you’re on the GENERAL TAB)

· Click USE CURRENT

· Click OK

Making your address bar a Google search field:

· Go to Google (www.google.com)

· TOOLS > INTERNET OPTIONS > (make sure you’re on the GENERAL TAB)

· Click on the SETTINGS button under Search

· If Google is listed, make sure it is highlighted and 

· click SET DEFAULT, then 

· click OK, 

· then click OK again

· If Google is not listed, follow these instructions:

· Click FIND MORE PROVIDERS
· That will open up a web page – click on GOOGLE

· Check the box that says “MAKE THIS MY DEFAULT SEARCH PROVIDER” and then click the ADD PROVIDER button

· Click OK until the windows are closed
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· Now, whenever you type words in the Internet Explorer ADDRESS BAR, it will be treated as if you were doing a Google search.

· The address bar still recognizes web page addresses – so if you enter amazon.com it will take you to www.amazon.com – but if you enter amazon forest it will do a Google search.

Parts of the Basic Google Page
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Setting your preferences:

· From the basic Google Page, click on PREFERENCES
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Searching for information (not shopping for prices, or looking for just images, or just news, etc.)

· More words = fewer results!

· Google treats all words present as “AND” – meaning ALL the words must be present

· Words that appear first are more important

· popular movies will produce different results from movies popular 
· Google ignores common words 

· of, the, and, or, an, if, but, etc.

· Exception: See “USING QUOTES”

· Google ignores upper and lower case

· Magic Johnson will produce same results as magic johnson and same as maGic JoHnsON
· Google checks spelling and may suggest corrections

· If you like Google’s correction, just click on it – no need to retype
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· Use quotation marks (“”) to be more specific

· National bowling congress will produce different results from “national bowling congress” – try it!

· You can EXCLUDE words by preceding them with a “-“ (dash or minus sign)
· Search for “jerry lewis” starts with information about the comedian.  If you were looking for others, you could use “jerry lewis” –comedy
Using ADVANCED SEARCH

· Many of the items above are included in ADVANCED SEARCH, but also adds:

· Ability to look for a certain file type

· Ability to look only within a certain domain (such as www.microsoft.com)
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More specialized searches:

· Click the “MORE” button to see more options:
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Using the address bar as a Google search field, try these shortcuts – which show you how “smart” Google is:

· matt metz scottsdale az
· Produces phone book result

· Also try any of these:

· first name (or first initial), last name, city (state is optional) 

· first name (or first initial), last name, state 

· first name (or first initial), last name, area code 

· first name (or first initial), last name, zip code 

· phone number, including area code 

· last name, city, state 

· last name, zip code 
· 11767 n. 81 st. scottsdale, az (or 11767 n. 81 st. 85260)

· Produces link to map

· indiana jones dvd price
· Produces shopping results

· weather silver spring, md
· Produces weather report and forecast for Silver Spring, MD

· 480-948-1066

· Produces phone book result

· Indiana jones movie 85260

· Produces local movie theatre results

· Convert 5 quarts to liters

· Tell you how many liters are in 5 quarts

· Also try: 

· Half a cub in teaspoons

· 3.5 USD in GBP
· 5 British pounds in South Korean money
· Convert 482 knots to mph

· 5+2/8

· Acts as a calculator – gives 5.25

· Also try 

· 5+2*2 

· 2^20 

· sqrt(-4) 

· PRITX (which is the ticker symbol for a mutual fund)

· Produces a price quote

· Also try

· CSCO

· 073333531084 (which is a UPC number)
· Produces a link to see what this product is

· 1Z38EW250264523667 (a UPS tracking number)

· Produces a link to the UPS page with tracking information 

· patent 5123123
· Produces a link to patent information

· Define nosocomial

· Produces a link to dictionary definitions of the word “nosocomial”

· what time is it in kuala lumpur
· Displays[image: image7.png]


3:00am Monday (MYT) - Time in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

·  Where is kabul

Displays a small map of Kabul, Afghanistan with a link to a larger map

· Other special searches: Images:
· Same rules apply – using quotes, using more words, using “-“, etc.
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Other special searches: Maps:
1. Click to expand the map all the way to the left

2. Click to see if STREET VIEW is available

3. Click to see TRAFFIC information

4. Click to see aerial satellite photos of the area

5. Click to find businesses – such as “pizza” or “Kohl’s”

6. Click to get turn-by-turn instructions

· Double-click on the map to zoom and make new center

· Use your scroll wheel to zoom in and out

· Click-hold-drag to move map
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iGoogle – customizing your own Google home page

· From www.google.com, Click on SIGN IN
· Click CREATE AN ACCOUNT NOW

· Follow the prompts:

· Use any e-mail address you wish – it doesn’t have to be a xxx@google.com address.

· Choose a password, and repeat your password

· Make sure “Remember me on this computer” is checked (if you’re on your own PC)
· Click on ACCEPT TERMS OF SERVICE
· You’ll get an e-mail, with a link, which will take you to this page.  Now click on iGoogle:
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· Which will take you to this page, where you can start customizing:
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· Here’s what MY home iGoogle page looks like:
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